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War on Drugs is a term commonly applied to a campaign of 
prohibition of drugs, military aid, and military intervention, with the 
stated aim being to define and reduce the illegal drug trade.) This 
initiative includes a set of drug policies that are intended to discourage 
the production, distribution, and consumption of what participating 


governments and the UN define as illegal psychoactive drugs. The 


term was popularized by the media shortly after a press conference 
given on June 18, 1971, by United States president Richard j 
Nixon—the day after publication of a special message from president As part of the War on Drugs, the US gives 


Nixon to the Congress on Drug Abuse Prevention and Control—during hundreds pe mi NONO dOUar por yaro 


. : military aid to Colombia, used to combat guerrilla 
which he declared drug abuse "public enemy number one". That 


groups such as FARC that are involved in 
message to the Congress included text about devoting more federal narco-trafficking. 
resources to the "prevention of new addicts, and the rehabilitation of 


those who are addicted", but that part did not received the same public attention as the term "war on drugs". 


On May 13, 2009, Gil Kerlikowske—the current Director of the Office of National Drug Control Policy 
(ONDCP)—signaled that the Obama administration did not plan to significantly alter drug enforcement policy, but 
also that the administration would not use the term "War on Drugs", because Kerlikowske considers the term to be 
"counter-productive". ONDCP's view is that "drug addiction is a disease that can be successfully prevented and 
treated... making drugs more available will make it harder to keep our communities healthy and safe." One of the 
alternatives that Kerlikowske has showcased is the drug policy of Sweden, which seeks to balance public health 
concerns with opposition to drug legalization. The prevalence rates for cocaine use in Sweden are barely one-fifth of 


those in European countries such as the United Kingdom and Spain (“ation needga] 


In June 2011, a self-appointed Global Commission on Drug Policy released a critical report on the War on Drugs, 


declaring: 


The global war on drugs has failed, with devastating consequences for individuals and societies around 
the world. Fifty years after the initiation of the UN Single Convention on Narcotic Drugs, and years 
after President Nixon launched the US government's war on drugs, fundamental reforms in national and 


global drug control policies are urgently needed. 


The report was criticized by organizations that oppose a general legalization of drugs.! 


History 


Although Nixon declared the War on Drugs public enemy number one in 1971, the policies that his administration 
implemented as part of the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970 were a continuation of 
drug prohibition policies in the U.S., which started in 1914.116] Less well-known today is that the Nixon 
Administration also repealed the federal 2—10-year mandatory minimum sentences for possession of marijuana and 
started federal demand reduction programs and drug-treatment programs. Robert DuPont, the "Drug czar" in the 
Nixon Administration, stated it would be more accurate to say that Nixon ended, rather than launched, the "war on 
drugs". DuPont also argued that it was the proponents of drug legalization that popularized the term "war on 


drugs".Wikipedia:Identifying reliable sources 


The first U.S. law that restricted the distribution and use of certain drugs was the Harrison Narcotics Tax Act of 
1914. The first local laws came as early as 1860. 
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In 1919, the United States passed the 18th Amendment certified on Jan. 29, which prohibited the sale, manufacture, 


and transportation of alcohol for consumption on a national level. 


In 1920, the United States passed the National Prohibition Act (Volstead Act), enacted to carry out the provisions in 
law of the 18th Amendment. 


The Federal Bureau of Narcotics was established in the United States Department of the Treasury by an act of June 
14, 1930 (46 Stat. 585). 


In 1933, the federal prohibition for alcohol was repealed. 


In 1935, president Franklin D. Roosevelt publicly supported the adoption of the Uniform State Narcotic Drug Act. 
The New York Times used the headline "Roosevelt Asks Narcotic War Aid". 


In 1937, the Marijuana Transfer Tax Act was passed. Several scholars have claimed that the goal was to destroy the 
hemp industry,” l8} largely as an effort of businessmen Andrew Mellon, Randolph Hearst, and the Du Pont family. 
These scholars argue that with the invention of the decorticator, hemp became a very cheap substitute for the paper 
pulp that was used in the newspaper industry. These scholars believe that Hearst felt that this was a threat to his 
extensive timber holdings. Mellon, United States Secretary of the Treasury and the wealthiest man in America, had 
invested heavily in the DuPont's new synthetic fiber, nylon, and considered its success to depend on its replacement 


of the traditional resource, hemp. 


On October 27, 1970, Congress passes the Comprehensive Drug Abuse Prevention and Control Act of 1970, which, 


among other things, categorizes controlled substances based on their medicinal use and potential for addiction. 


In 1971, two congressmen released an explosive report on the growing heroin epidemic among U.S. servicemen in 
Vietnam; ten to fifteen percent of the servicemen were addicted to heroin, and President Nixon declared drug abuse 


to be "public enemy number one". P! 


In 1973, the Drug Enforcement Administration was created to replace the Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs. 


As early as 1982, Vice President George H. W. Bush and his aides began pushing for the involvement of the CIA 


and U.S. military in drug interdiction efforts. 


The Office of National Drug Control Policy (ONDCP) was originally 
established by the National Narcotics Leadership Act of 1988, 
which mandated a national anti-drug media campaign for youth, which 
would later become the National Youth Anti-Drug Media 
Campaign.” The director of ONDCP is commonly known as the 
Drug czar, and it was first implemented in 1989 under President 
George H. W. Bush, and raised to cabinet-level status by Bill Clinton 
in 1993, citation needed] These activities were subsequently funded by the 


Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act of 1998.111 The 


Mexican troops during a gun battle in Michoacán, 


: . ion j 2007. Mexico's drug war claims nearly 50,000 
Drug-Free Media Campaign Act of 1998 codified the campaign at 21 


U.S.C. § 1708 #051 


lives each year. 


The Global Commission on Drug Policy released a report on June 2, 2011 alleging that "The War On Drugs Has 
Failed". The commissioned was made up of 22 self-appointed members including a number of prominent 
international politicians and writers. U.S. Surgeon General Regina Benjamin also released the first ever National 


Prevention Strategy.!!®! 


On May 21, 2012, the U.S. Government published an updated version of its Drug Policy.!!” The director of ONDCP 
stated simultaneously that this policy is something different than "War on Drugs": 


¢ The U.S Government sees the policy as a "third way" approach to drug control; an approach that is based on the 
results of a huge investment in research from some of the world's preeminent scholars on disease of substance 


abuse. 
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e The policy does not see drug legalization as the "silver bullet" solution to drug control. 


e It is not a policy where success is measured by the number of arrests made or prisons built") 


At the same meeting was a declaration signed by the representatives of Italy, the Russian Federation, Sweden, the 
United Kingdom and the United States in line with this: "Our approach must be a balanced one, combining effective 
enforcement to restrict the supply of drugs, with efforts to reduce demand and build recovery; supporting people to 


live a life free of addiction". H!” 


United States domestic policy 


Arrests and incarceration 


According to Human Rights Watch, the War on Drugs 
caused soaring arrest rates which deliberately 


disproportionately targeted African Americans. 


The present state of incarceration in the U.S. as a result of 
the war on drugs arrived in several stages. By 1971, 


different stops on drugs had been implemented for more 


than 50 years (for e.g. since 1914, 1937 etc.) with only a 


. . tes ‘ ES 
very small increase of inmates per 100,000 citizens. During Operation Mallorca, US Drug Enforcement 
the first 9 years after Nixon coined the expression "War on Administration, 2005 

Drugs", statistics showed only a minor increase in the total 


number of imprisoned. 


After 1980, the situation began to change. In the 1980s, 
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one million Americans each year. 
Graph demonstrating increases in United States incarceration 


In 2008, the Washington Post reported that of 1.5 million rate 

Americans arrested each year for drug offenses, half a 

million would be incarcerated. In addition, one in five black Americans would spend time behind bars due to drug 
laws. 


Federal and state policies also impose collateral consequences on those convicted of drug offenses, such as denial of 


public benefits or licenses, that are not applicable to those convicted of other types of crime. P” 
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Sentencing disparities 


In 1986, the U.S. Congress passed laws that created a 100 to 1 sentencing disparity for the possession or trafficking 
of crack when compared to penalties for trafficking of powder cocaine, which had been widely criticized as 
discriminatory against minorities, mostly blacks, who were more likely to use crack than powder cocaine.7*! This 
100:1 ratio had been required under federal law since 1986.'74! Persons convicted in federal court of possession of 
5 grams of crack cocaine received a minimum mandatory sentence of 5 years in federal prison. On the other hand, 
possession of 500 grams of powder cocaine carries the same sentence. In 2010, the Fair Sentencing Act cut the 
sentencing disparity to 18:1. 

According to Human Rights Watch, crime statistics show that—in the United States in 1999—compared to 


non-minorities, African Americans were far more likely to be arrested for drug crimes, and received much stiffer 
penalties and sentences. 

Statistics from 1998 show that there were wide racial disparities in arrests, prosecutions, sentencing and deaths. 
African-American drug users made up for 35% of drug arrests, 55% of convictions, and 74% of people sent to prison 
for drug possession crimes.!! Nationwide African-Americans were sent to state prisons for drug offenses 13 times 


more often than other races, even though they only supposedly comprised 13% of regular drug users. 


Anti-drug legislation over time has also displayed an apparent racial 


bias. University of Minnesota Professor and social justice author 
Michael Tonry writes, "The War on Drugs foreseeably and 
unnecessarily blighted the lives of hundreds and thousands of young 
disadvantaged black Americans and undermined decades of effort to 
improve the life chances of members of the urban black 


underclass."'>! 


In 1968, President Lyndon B. Johnson decided that the government 


needed to make an effort to curtail the social unrest that blanketed the D.C. Mayor Marion Barry captured on a 
surveillance camera smoking crack cocaine 


country at the time. He decided to focus his efforts on illegal drug use, ; j ; 
during a sting operation by the FBI and D.C. 


an approach which was in line with expert opinion on the subject at the 
time. In the 1960s, it was believed that at least half of the crime in the 


U.S. was drug related, and this number grew as high as 90 percent in the next decade.?©! He created the 


Police. 


Reorganization Plan of 1968 which merged the Bureau of Narcotics and the Bureau of Drug Abuse to form the 
Bureau of Narcotics and Dangerous Drugs within the Department of Justice.” The belief during this time about 


ale tation needed] 


drug use was summarized by journalist Max Lerner in his celebrate work America as a Civilization 


(1957): 


As a case in point we may take the known fact of the prevalence of reefer and dope addiction in Negro 
areas. This is essentially explained in terms of poverty, slum living, and broken families, yet it would be 


easy to show the lack of drug addiction among other ethnic groups where the same conditions apply. 78] 


Richard Nixon became president in 1969, and did not back away from the anti-drug precedent set by Johnson. Nixon 
began orchestrating drug raids nationwide to improve his "watchdog" reputation. Lois B. Defleur, a social historian 
who studied drug arrests during this period in Chicago, stated that, "police administrators indicated they were 
making the kind of arrests the public wanted". Additionally, some of Nixon's newly created drug enforcement 
agencies would resort to illegal practices to make arrests as they tried to meet public demand for arrest numbers. 
From 1972 to 1973, the Office of Drug Abuse and Law Enforcement performed 6,000 drug arrests in 18 months, the 
majority of the arrested black. [29] 

The next two Presidents, Gerald Ford and Jimmy Carter, responded with programs that were essentially a 
continuation of their predecessors. Shortly after Ronald Reagan became President in 1981 he delivered a speech on 


the topic. Reagan announced, "We're taking down the surrender flag that has flown over so many drug efforts; we're 
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running up a battle flag." B® For his first five years in office, Reagan slowly strengthened drug enforcement by 
creating mandatory minimum sentencing and forfeiture of cash and real estate for drug offenses, policies far more 


detrimental to poor blacks than any other sector affected by the new laws. 


Then, driven by the 1986 cocaine overdose of black basketball star Len Bias, Reagan was able to pass the Anti-Drug 
Abuse Act through Congress. This legislation appropriated an additional $1.7 billion to fund the War on Drugs. 
More importantly, it established 29 new, mandatory minimum sentences for drug offenses. In the entire history of 
the country up until that point, the legal system had only seen 55 minimum sentences in total. PH A major stipulation 
of the new sentencing rules included different mandatory minimums for powder and crack cocaine. At the time of 
the bill, there was public debate as to the difference in potency and effect of powder cocaine, generally used by 
whites, and crack cocaine, generally used by blacks, with many believing that "crack" was substantially more 
powerful and addictive. Crack and powder cocaine are closely related chemicals, crack being a smokeable, freebase 
form of powdered cocaine hydrochloride which produces a shorter, more intense high while using less of the drug. 
This method is more cost effective, and therefore more prevalent on the inner-city streets, while powder cocaine 
remains more popular in white suburbia. The Reagan administration began shoring public opinion against "crack", 
encouraging DEA official Robert Putnam to play up the harmful effects of the drug. Stories of "crack whores" and 
"crack babies" became commonplace; by 1986, Time had declared "crack" the issue of the year. P”! Riding the wave 
of public fervor, Reagan established much harsher sentencing for crack cocaine, handing down stiffer felony 


penalties for much smaller amounts of the drug. 3?! 


Reagan protégé and former Vice-President George H. W. Bush was next to occupy the oval office, and the drug 
policy under his watch held true to his political background. Bush maintained the hard line drawn by his predecessor 
and former boss, increasing narcotics regulation when the First National Drug Control Strategy was issued by the 
Office of National Drug Control in 1989.41 


The next three presidents — Clinton, Bush and Obama — continued this trend, maintaining the War on Drugs as they 
inherited it upon taking office. 3! During this time of passivity by the federal government, it was the states that 
initiated controversial legislation in the War on Drugs. Racial bias manifested itself in the states through such 
controversial policies as the "stop and frisk" police practices in New York city and the "three strikes" felony laws 
began in California in 1994.2! 


In August 2010, President Obama signed the Fair Sentencing Act into law that dramatically reduced the 100-to-1 


sentencing disparity between powder and crack cocaine, which disproportionately affected minorities. P”! 


United States foreign policy and covert military activities 


Some scholars have claimed that the phrase "War on Drugs" is propaganda cloaking an extension of earlier military 
or paramilitary operations. Others have argued that large amounts of "drug war" foreign aid money, training, and 
equipment actually goes to fighting leftist insurgencies and is often provided to groups who themselves are involved 


in large-scale narco-trafficking, such as corrupt members of the Colombian military. 


The War in Vietnam 


From 1963 to the end of the Vietnam War in 1975, marijuana usage became common among U.S. soldiers in 
non-combat situations. Some servicemen also used heroin. Many of the servicemen ended the heroin use after 
returning to the United States but came home addicted. In 1971, the U.S. military conducted a study of drug use 
among American servicemen and women. It found that daily usage rates for drugs on a worldwide basis were as low 
as two percent. However, in the spring of 1971, two congressmen released an alarming report alleging that 15% of 
the servicemen in Vietnam were addicted to heroin. Marijuana use was also common in Vietnam. Soldiers who used 
drugs had more disciplinary problems. The frequent drug use had become an issue for the commanders in Vietnam, 


in 1971 it was estimated that 30,000 servicemen were addicted to drugs, most of them to heroin. 
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From 1971 on, therefore, returning servicemen were required to take a mandatory heroin test. Servicemen who tested 
positive upon returning from Vietnam were not allowed to return home until they had passed the test with a negative 


result. The program also offered a treatment for heroin addicts.33] 


Elliot Borin's article "The U.S. Military Needs its Speed"—published in Wired on February 10, 2003—reports: 


But the Defense Department, which distributed millions of amphetamine tablets to troops during World War 


II, Vietnam and the Gulf War, soldiers on, insisting that they are not only harmless but beneficial. 


In a news conference held in connection with Schmidt and Umbach's Article 32 hearing, Dr. Pete Demitry, an 
Air Force physician and a pilot, claimed that the "Air Force has used (Dexedrine) safely for 60 years" with "no 


known speed-related mishaps." 


The need for speed, Demitry added "is a life-and-death issue for our military." 


Operation Intercept 


One of the first anti-drug efforts in the realm of foreign policy was President Nixon's Operation Intercept, announced 
in September 1969, targeted at reducing the amount of cannabis entering the United States from Mexico. The effort 
began with an intense inspection crackdown that resulted in an almost shutdown of cross-border traffic.” Because 


the burden on border crossings was controversial in border states, the effort only lasted twenty days. 


Operation Just Cause 


On December 20, 1989, the United States invaded Panama as part of 
Operation Just Cause, which involved 25,000 American troops. Gen. 
Manuel Noriega, head of the government of Panama, had been giving 
military assistance to Contra groups in Nicaragua at the request of the 
U.S. which, in exchange, allowed him to continue his drug trafficking 
activities, which they had known about since the 1960s. When the 
Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) tried to indict Noriega in 
1971, the CIA prevented them from doing so.) The CIA, which was ee j 
then directed by future president George H. W. Bush, provided The U.S. military invasion of Panama in 1989 
Noriega with hundreds of thousands of dollars per year as payment for 


his work in Latin America. When CIA pilot Eugene Hasenfus was shot down over Nicaragua by the Sandinistas, 
documents aboard the plane revealed many of the CIA's activities in Latin America, and the CIA's connections with 
Noriega became a public relations "liability" for the U.S. government, which finally allowed the DEA to indict him 
for drug trafficking, after decades of allowing his drug operations to proceed unchecked. Operation Just Cause, 
whose purpose was to capture Noriega, led to the toppling of his regime; Noriega found temporary asylum in the 
Papal Nuncio, and surrendered to U.S. soldiers on January 3, 1990. He was sentenced by a court in Miami to 45 


years in prison. 
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Plan Colombia 


As part of its Plan Colombia program, the United States government currently provides hundreds of millions of 
dollars per year of military aid, training, and equipment to Colombia, to fight left-wing guerrillas such as the 
Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP), which has been accused of being involved in drug 
trafficking. 


Private U.S. corporations have signed contracts to carry out anti-drug activities as part of Plan Colombia. DynCorp, 
the largest private company involved, was among those contracted by the State Department, while others signed 


contracts with the Defense Department.! 


Colombian military personnel have received extensive counterinsurgency training from U.S. military and law 
enforcement agencies, including the School of Americas (SOA). Author Grace Livingstone has stated that more 
Colombian SOA graduates have been implicated in human rights abuses than currently known SOA graduates from 
any other country. All of the commanders of the brigades highlighted in a 2001 Human Rights Watch report on 
Colombia were graduates of the SOA, including the III brigade in Valle del Cauca, where the 2001 Alto Naya 
Massacre occurred. US-trained officers have been accused of being directly or indirectly involved in many atrocities 
during the 1990s, including the Massacre of Trujillo and the 1997 Mapiripán Massacre.!”! US military schools and 
manuals have been training Latin American officers in Colombia and in the region at large since the 1960s, and have 


taught students to target civilian supporters of the guerrillas." 


In 2000, the Clinton administration initially waived all but one of the human rights conditions attached to Plan 


Colombia, considering such aid as crucial to national security at the time. 


The efforts of U.S. and Colombian governments have been criticized for focusing on fighting leftist guerrillas in 
southern regions without applying enough pressure on right-wing paramilitaries and continuing drug smuggling 
operations in the north of the country.!4"! Human Rights Watch, congressional committees and other entities have 
documented the existence of connections between members of the Colombian military and the AUC, which the U.S. 
government has listed as a terrorist group, and that Colombian military personnel have committed human rights 


abuses which would make them ineligible for U.S. aid under current las 0ion needed] 


In 2010, the Washington Office on Latin America concluded that both Plan Colombia and the Colombian 
government's security strategy "came at a high cost in lives and resources, only did part of the job, are yielding 


diminishing returns and have left important institutions weaker." 


Mérida Initiative 


The Mérida Initiative is a security cooperation between the United 
States and the government of Mexico and the countries of Central 
America. It was approved on June 30, 2008, and its stated aim is 
combating the threats of drug trafficking and transnational crime. The 
Mérida Initiative appropriated $1.4 billion in a three-year commitment 


(2008—2010) to the Mexican government for military and law 


enforcement training and equipment, as well as technical advice and 


Mexico is scheduled to receive US$1.6 billion in 


training to strengthen the national justice systems. The Mérida 
equipment and strategic support from the United 


Initiative targeted many very important government officials, but it States through the Mérida Initiative 


failed to address the thousands of Central Americans who had to flee 
their countries due to the danger they faced everyday because of the 


war on drugs. There is still not any type of plan that addresses these people. No weapons are included in the plan. 
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Aerial herbicide application 


The United States regularly sponsors the spraying of large amounts of 
herbicides such as glyphosate over the jungles of Central and South 
America as part of its drug eradication programs. Environmental 
consequences resulting from aerial fumigation have been criticized as 
detrimental to some of the world's most fragile ecosystems; the same 
aerial fumigation practices are further credited with causing health 


problems in local populations. 


US. operations in Honduras Plane sprays herbicides over the jungles of 


Colombia. 


In 2012, the U.S. sent DEA agents to Honduras to assist security forces 

in counternarcotics operations. Honduras has been a major stop for 

drug traffickers, who use small planes and landing strips hidden throughout the country to transport drugs. The U.S. 
government made agreements with several Latin American countries to share intelligence and resources to counter 
the drug trade. DEA agents, working with other U.S. agencies such as the State Department, the CBP, and Joint Task 
Force-Bravo, assisted Honduras troops in conducting raids on traffickers’ sites of operation. 


Public support and opposition in the United States 


The War on Drugs has been a highly contentious issue since its 
inception. A poll on October 2, 2008, found that three in four 


Americans believed that the War On Drugs was failing. 


At a meeting in Guatemala in 2012, three former presidents from 
Guatemala, Mexico and Colombia said that the war on drugs had failed 
and that they would propose a discussion on alternatives, including 
decriminalization, at the Summit of the Americas in April of that year. 
Guatemalan President Otto Pérez Molina said that the war on drugs 
was exacting too high a price on the lives of Central Americans and 
that it was time to "end the taboo on discussing decriminalization" 47! 
At the summit, the government of Colombia pushed for the most 
far-reaching change to drugs policy since the war on narcotics was 
declared by Nixon four decades prior, citing the catastrophic effects it 


had had in Colombia. 


Several writers have compared the wholesale incarceration of the 
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dissenting minority of drug users to the wholesale incarceration of 
other minorities in history. Psychiatrist Thomas Szasz, for example, An American domestic government propaganda 
writes "Over the past thirty years, we have replaced the poster circa 2000 concerning cannabis in the 
medical-political persecution of illegal sex users (‘perverts’ and Utp 

'psychopaths') with the even more ferocious medical-political 

persecution of illegal drug users.""“8! Journalist David Simon calls the imprisonment of psychopharmacological 


dissenters "a holocaust in slow motion" [491 


Some historians—such as Jonathan Lewy—have a somewhat different view on the drug policy in Nazi Germany 
(see Drug policy of the Third Reich),>2! Drug use among non-persecuted groups was considered legal in the Third 
Reich as long as the person had a medical prescription and military commanders distributed pills containing 


amphetamine. 
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Socio-economic effects 


Cyclic creation of permanent underclass 


Penalties for drug crimes among American youth almost always 
involve permanent or semi-permanent removal from opportunities for 
education, strip them of voting rights, and later involve creation of 
criminal records which make employment more difficult. Thus, some 
authors maintain that the War on Drugs has resulted in the creation of a 
permanent underclass of people who have few educational or job 
opportunities, often as a result of being punished for drug offenses 
which in turn have resulted from attempts to earn a living in spite of 


having no education or job opportunities. 


1 million people are incarcerated every year in 


Costs to taxpayers the United States for drug law violations. 


According to a 2008 study published by Harvard economist Jeffrey A. 

Miron, the annual savings on enforcement and incarceration costs from the legalization of drugs would amount to 
roughly $41.3 billion, with $25.7 billion being saved among the states and over $15.6 billion accrued for the federal 
government. Miron further estimated at least $46.7 billion in tax revenue based on rates comparable to those on 
tobacco and alcohol ($8.7 billion from marijuana, $32.6 billion from cocaine and heroin, remainder from other 


drugs). 


Low taxation in Central American countries has been credited with weakening the region's response in dealing with 
drug traffickers. Many cartels, especially Los Zetas have taken advantage of the limited resources of these nations. 
2010 tax revenue in El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, composed just 13.53% of GDP. As a comparison, in 
Chile and the U.S., taxes were 18.6% and 26.9% of GDP respectively. However, direct taxes on income are very 


‘ : 2 : : 51 
hard to enforce and in some cases tax evasion is seen as a national pastime.! ] 


Impact on growers 


The status of coca and coca growers has become an intense political issue in several countries, including Colombia 
and particularly Bolivia, where the president, Evo Morales, a former coca growers’ union leader, has promised to 
legalise the traditional cultivation and use of coca, 7] Indeed, legalization efforts have yielded some successes under 
the Morales administration when combined with aggressive and targeted eradication efforts. The country saw a 
12-13% decline in coca cultivation in 2011 under Morales, who has used coca growers' federations to ensure 


compliance with the law rather than providing a primary role for security forces. 


The coca eradication policy has been criticised for its negative impact on the livelihood of coca growers in South 
America. In many areas of South America the coca leaf has traditionally been chewed and used in tea and for 
religious, medicinal and nutritional purposes by locals. For this reason many insist that the illegality of traditional 
coca cultivation is unjust. In many areas the US government and military has forced the eradication of coca without 
providing for any meaningful alternative crop for farmers, and has additionally destroyed many of their food or 


market crops, leaving them starving and destitute. 
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U.S. government involvement in drug trafficking 


The CIA, DEA, State Department, and several other U.S. government agencies have been implicated in various drug 


trafficking enterprises, which were used to fund illegal covert activities in several nations. 


CIA and Contra cocaine trafficking 


A lawsuit filed in 1986 by two journalists represented by the Christic Institute showed that the Central Intelligence 
Agency (CIA) and other parties were engaged in criminal acts, including financing the purchase of arms with the 


proceeds of cocaine sales. 


Senator John Kerry's 1988 U.S. Senate Committee on Foreign Relations report on Contra drug links concludes that 
members of the U.S. State Department "who provided support for the Contras are involved in drug trafficking... and 
elements of the Contras themselves knowingly receive financial and material assistance from drug traffickers." 5°! 
The report further states that "the Contra drug links include... payments to drug traffickers by the U.S. State 
Department of funds authorized by the Congress for humanitarian assistance to the Contras, in some cases after the 
traffickers had been indicted by federal law enforcement agencies on drug charges, in others while traffickers were 


under active investigation by these same agencies." 


In 1996, journalist Gary Webb published reports in the San Jose Mercury News, and later in his book Dark Alliance, 
detailing how Contras, with the assistance of the U.S. government had distributed crack cocaine into Los Angeles to 


fund weapons purchases. 


Webb's premise regarding the U.S. Government connection was initially attacked at the time by the corporate media. 
It is now widely accepted that Webb's main assertion of government "knowledge of drug operations, and 
collaboration with and protection of known drug traffickers" was correct. In 1998, CIA Inspector General Frederick 
Hitz published a two-volume report that while seemingly refuting Webb's claims of knowledge and collaboration in 
its conclusions did not deny them in its body. Hitz went on to admit CIA improprieties in the affair in testimony to a 
House congressional committee. Mainstream media has since reversed its position on Webb's work acknowledging 


his contribution to exposing a scandal it had ignored. 


Heroin trafficking operations of the CIA, U.S. Navy and Sicilian Mafia 


According to Rodney Campbell, an editorial assistant to Nelson Rockefeller, during World War II, the United States 
Navy, concerned that strikes and labor disputes in U.S. eastern shipping ports would disrupt wartime logistics, 
released the mobster Lucky Luciano from prison, and collaborated with him to help the mafia take control of those 
ports. Labor union members were terrorized and murdered as a means of preventing labor unrest and ensuring 


smooth shipping of supplies to Europe. 


In order to prevent Communist party members from being elected in Italy following World War II, the CIA worked 


closely with the Sicilian Mafia, protecting them and assisting in their worldwide heroin smuggling operations in 


exchange for the mafia's assistance with assassinating, torturing, and beating leftist political organizers, 5“ 
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Efficiency of war on drugs in the United States 


In 1986, the US Defense Department funded a two-year 
study by the RAND Corporation, which found that the use 
of the armed forces to interdict drugs coming into the 
United States would have little or no effect on cocaine 
traffic and might, in fact, raise the profits of cocaine cartels 
and manufacturers. The 175-page study, "Sealing the 
Borders: The Effects of Increased Military Participation in 
Drug Interdiction", was prepared by seven researchers, 
mathematicians and economists at the National Defense 
Research Institute, a branch of the RAND, and was 


released in 1988. The study noted that seven prior studies USS Rentz (FFG 
smugglers trying to escape and destroy evidence. 


-46) attempts to put out a fire set by drug 
in the past nine years, including one by the Center for 
Naval Research and the Office of Technology Assessment, 
had come to similar conclusions. Interdiction efforts, using current armed forces resources, would have almost no 
effect on cocaine importation into the United States, the report concluded,?>! 

During the early-to-mid- 1990s, the Clinton administration ordered and funded a major cocaine policy study, again by 
RAND. The Rand Drug Policy Research Center study concluded that $3 billion should be switched from federal and 
local law enforcement to treatment. The report said that treatment is the cheapest way to cut drug use, stating that 


drug treatment is twenty-three times more effective than the supply-side "war on drugs" 6 


The National Research Council Committee on Data and Research for Policy on Illegal Drugs published its findings 
in 2001 on the efficacy of the drug war. The NRC Committee found that existing studies on efforts to address drug 
usage and smuggling, from U.S. military operations to eradicate coca fields in Colombia, to domestic drug treatment 
centers, have all been inconclusive, if the programs have been evaluated at all: "The existing drug-use monitoring 
systems are strikingly inadequate to support the full range of policy decisions that the nation must make.... It is 
unconscionable for this country to continue to carry out a public policy of this magnitude and cost without any way 
of knowing whether and to what extent it is having the desired effect." P”! The study, though not ignored by the 
press, was ignored by top-level policymakers, leading Committee Chair Charles Manski to conclude, as one observer 


notes, that "the drug war has no interest in its own results". 5S] 


During alcohol prohibition, the period from 1920 to 1933, alcohol use initially fell but began to increase as early as 
1922. It has been extrapolated that even if prohibition had not been repealed in 1933, alcohol consumption would 
have quickly surpassed pre-prohibition levels. One argument against the War on Drugs is that it uses similar 


measures as Prohibition and is no more effective. 


In the six years from 2000 to 2006, the U.S. spent $4.7 billion on Plan Colombia, an effort to eradicate coca 
production in Colombia. The main result of this effort was to shift coca production into more remote areas and force 
other forms of adaptation. The overall acreage cultivated for coca in Colombia at the end of the six years was found 
to be the same, after the U.S. Drug Czar's office announced a change in measuring methodology in 2005 and 
included new areas in its surveys. Cultivation in the neighboring countries of Peru and Bolivia increased, some 


would describe this effect like squeezing a balloon. 5”! 


Similar lack of efficacy is observed in some other countries pursuing similar!“iation needed] policies. In 1994, 28.5% 
of Canadians reported having consumed illicit drugs in their life; by 2004, that figure had risen to 45%. 73% of the 
$368 million spent by the Canadian government on targeting illicit drugs in 2004—2005 went toward law 


enforcement rather than treatment, prevention or harm reduction. 


Richard Davenport-Hines, in his book The Pursuit of Oblivion, criticized the efficacy of the War on Drugs by 
pointing out that 
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10-15% of illicit heroin and 30% of illicit cocaine is intercepted. Drug traffickers have gross profit 
margins of up to 300%. At least 75% of illicit drug shipments would have to be intercepted before the 


traffickers’ profits were hurt. 


Alberto Fujimori, president of Peru from 1990 to 2000, described U.S. foreign drug policy as "failed" on grounds 
that "for 10 years, there has been a considerable sum invested by the Peruvian government and another sum on the 
part of the American government, and this has not led to a reduction in the supply of coca leaf offered for sale. 
Rather, in the 10 years from 1980 to 1990, it grew 10-fold.""7! 


At least 500 economists, including Nobel Laureates Milton Friedman," George Akerlof and Vernon L. Smith, have 
noted that reducing the supply of marijuana without reducing the demand causes the price, and hence the profits of 
marijuana sellers, to go up, according to the laws of supply and demand. The increased profits encourage the 
producers to produce more drugs despite the risks, providing a theoretical explanation for why attacks on drug 
supply have failed to have any lasting effect. The aforementioned economists published an open letter to President 
George W. Bush stating "We urge...the country to commence an open and honest debate about marijuana 
prohibition... At a minimum, this debate will force advocates of current policy to show that prohibition has benefits 
sufficient to justify the cost to taxpayers, foregone tax revenues and numerous ancillary consequences that result 


from marijuana prohibition." 


The declaration from the World Forum Against Drugs, 2008 state that a balanced policy of drug abuse prevention, 
education, treatment, law enforcement, research, and supply reduction provides the most effective platform to reduce 
drug abuse and its associated harms and call on governments to consider demand reduction as one of their first 


priorities in the fight against drug abuse.!6” 


Despite over $7 billion spent annually towards arresting and prosecuting nearly 800,000 people across the country 
for marijuana offenses in 200s rarer needed] (FBI Uniform Crime Reports), the federally funded Monitoring the 
Future Survey reports about 85% of high school seniors find marijuana "easy to obtain". That figure has remained 
virtually unchanged since 1975, never dropping below 82.7% in three decades of national surveys. The Drug 
Enforcement Administration states that the number of users of marijuana in the U.S. declined between 2000 and 
2005 even with many states passing new medical marijuana laws making access easier,!©*!Wikipedia:Link rot though 


usage rates remain higher than they were in the 1990s according to the NSDUH.“ 


ONDCP stated in April 2011 that there has been a 46 percent drop in cocaine use among young adults over the past 
five years, and a 65 percent drop in the rate of people testing positive for cocaine in the workplace since 2006.165] at 
the same time, a 2007 study found that up to 35% of college undergraduates used stimulants not prescribed to 


them.!®®] 


Legality 
The legality of the War on Drugs has been challenged on six main grounds in the US. 


1. Itis argued that drug prohibition, as presently implemented, violates the substantive due process doctrine in that 
its benefits do not justify the encroachments on rights that are supposed to be guaranteed by the Fifth and 
Fourteenth Amendments to the U.S. Constitution. On July 27, 2011, U.S. District Judge Mary S. Scriven ruled 
that Florida's legislation purporting to eliminate intent as an element of the crime of drug possession was 
unconstitutional. Commentators explained the ruling in terms of due process. 

2. Freedom of religious conscience legally allows some (for example, members of the Native American Church) to 
use peyote with definite spiritual or religious motives. The sacramental use of dimethyltryptamine in the form of 
Ayahuasca is also allowed for members of União De Vegetal. The Free Exercise Clause of the First Amendment 
implies no requirement for someone to be affiliated to an official church — therefore leaving some ambiguity. 

3. It has been argued that the Commerce Clause means that the power to regulate drug use should be state law not 


federal law. 
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4. The inequity of prosecuting the war on certain drugs but not alcohol or tobacco has also been called into question. 
Prohibition of alcohol required the 18th Amendment to the Constitution. It has been argued that prohibition of 


marijuana would also require an amendment to the Constitution, but no such amendment has been made. 


Alternatives 


Several authors believe that the United States’ federal and state governments have chosen the wrong method to 
combat the distribution of drugs. By financing domestic law enforcement (which includes activities focused on the 
criminal justice system, such as the courts, police, and prosecution) in favor of treatment (which includes helping 
users become drug-free through in-patient and out-patient counseling and other services), the government has 
focused on punishment rather than prevention. By making drugs illegal rather than regulating them, the War on 
Drugs creates a highly profitable black market. Jefferson Fish has edited scholarly collections of articles offering a 
wide variety of public health based and rights based alternative drug policies.” [681169] 


In the year 2000, the United States drug-control budget reached 18.4 billion dollars,!7°! 


spent financing law enforcement while only one sixth was spent on treatment. In the year 2003, 53 percent of the 


nearly half of which was 


requested drug control budget was for enforcement, 29 percent for treatment, and 18 percent for prevention.” H The 
state of New York, in particular, designated 17 percent of its budget towards substance-abuse-related spending. Of 


that, a mere one percent was put towards prevention, treatment, and research. 


In a survey taken by Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), it was found that 
substance abusers that remain in treatment longer are less likely to resume their former drug habits. Of the people 
that were studied, 66 percent were cocaine users. After experiencing long-term in-patient treatment, only 22 percent 
returned to the use of cocaine. Treatment had reduced the number of cocaine abusers by two-thirds. By spending the 
majority of its money on law enforcement, the federal government had underestimated the true value of 


drug-treatment facilities and their benefit towards reducing the number of addicts in the U.S. 


In 2004 the federal government issued the National Drug Control Strategy. It supported programs designed to 
expand treatment options, enhance treatment delivery, and improve treatment outcomes. For example, the Strategy 
provided SAMHSA with a $100.6 million grant to put towards their Access to Recovery (ATR) initiative. ATR is a 
program that provides vouchers to addicts to provide them with the means to acquire clinical treatment or recovery 
support. The project's goals are to expand capacity, support client choice, and increase the array of faith-based and 
community based providers for clinical treatment and recovery support services.” The ATR program will also 


provide a more flexible array of services based on the individual's treatment needs. 


The 2004 Strategy additionally declared a significant 32 million dollar raise in the Drug Courts Program, which 
provides drug offenders with alternatives to incarceration. As a substitute for imprisonment, drug courts identify 
substance-abusing offenders and place them under strict court monitoring and community supervision, as well as 
provide them with long-term treatment services, 7] According to a report issued by the National Drug Court 
Institute, drug courts have a wide array of benefits, with only 16.4 percent of the nation’s drug court graduates 
rearrested and charged with a felony within one year of completing the program (versus the 44.1% of released 
prisoners who end up back in prison within 1-year). Additionally, enrolling an addict in a drug court program costs 
much less than incarcerating one in prison.” According to the Bureau of Prisons, the fee to cover the average cost 
of incarceration for Federal inmates in 2006 was $24,440.75] The annual cost of receiving treatment in a drug court 
program ranges from $900 to $3,500. Drug courts in New York State alone saved $2.54 million in incarceration 


costs. 
Describing the failure of the War on Drugs, New York Times columnist Eduardo Porter noted: 


Jeffrey Miron, an economist at Harvard who studies drug policy closely, has suggested that legalizing all 
illicit drugs would produce net benefits to the United States of some $65 billion a year, mostly by 
cutting public spending on enforcement as well as through reduced crime and corruption. A study by 


analysts at the RAND Corporation, a California research organization, suggested that if marijuana were 
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legalized in California and the drug spilled from there to other states, Mexican drug cartels would lose 


about a fifth of their annual income of some $6.5 billion from illegal exports to the United States. 


Many believe that the War on Drugs has been costly and ineffective largely because there has not been a high 


enough emphasis placed on treatment. The United States leads the world in both recreational drug usage and 


incarceration rates. 70% of men arrested in metropolitan areas test positive for an illicit substance, and 54% of all 


men incarcerated will be repeat offenders. 


R 


[10 
[11 
[12 
[13 
[14 
[15 


[16 


[17 


[18 


[19 


[20 


[21 


[22 


[23 


[24 


[25 
[26 
[27 
[28 
[29 
[30 
[31 
[32 


eferences 


Drug War Clock (http://www.drugsense.org/cms/wodclock). DrugSense (December 31, 1995). 

Congress: US Wasting Billions in War on Drugs — Pair of reports blast counter-narcotics spending in Latin America (http://www.newser. 
com/story/120578/congress-us-wasting-billions-in-war-on-drugs.html). Newser.com. 

Cockburn and St. Clair, 1998: Chapter 14 

Richard Nixoan:203 - Special Message to the Congress on Drug Abuse Prevention and Control, June 17, 1971 (http://www.presidency. 
ucsb.edu/ws/?pid=3048) 

Thirty Years of America's Drug War, a Chronology (http://www. pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/drugs/cron/). Frontline (U.S. TV 
series). 

Timeline: America's War on Drugs (http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storylId=9252490). April 2, 2007. NPR. 

Earlywine, 2005: p. 24 (http://books. google.com/books?id=r9 wPbxMAG8cC &pg=PA24) 

Peet, 2004: p. 55 (http://books. google.com/?id=uC0_YznYjScC&pg=PA55) 

WGBH educational foundation. Interview with Dr. Robert Dupoint (http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/shows/drugs/interviews/ 
dupont. html). Pbs.org (February 18, 1970). 
J] Scott and Marshall, 1991: p. 2 
National Narcotics Leadership Act of 1988 (Anti-Drug Abuse Act of 1988), 
] Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act of 1998, , , at 111 Stat. 1294 
Treasury and General Government Appropriations Act of 1998, , 
http://www. law.cornell.edu/uscode/21/1708.html 
] Drug-Free Media Campaign Act of 1998 (Omnibus Consolidated and Emergency Supplemental Appropriations Act, 1999), , at 112 Stat. 
268 1-752 

National Prevention Strategy, June 16, 2011 (http://www.healthcare. gov/center/councils/nphpphc/strategy/index.html). Healthcare. gov 
(June 16, 2011). 

Principles of Modern Drug Policy (http://www. whitehouse.gov/ondcp/policy-and-research/principles-of-modern-drug-policy). 
Whitehouse.gov. 
Statement of the Government of the United States of America World Federation Against Drugs 3rd World Forum, May 21, 2012, 
Stockholm, Sweden (http://www.whitehouse. gov/ondcp/news-releases-remarks/ 


principles-of-modern-drug-policy-directors-remarks-at-the-world-federation-against-drugs). Whitehouse.gov (September 21, 2012). 


Joint statement For a humane and balanced drug policy, Stockholm 20 May 2012 (http://www.wfad.se/images/articles/ 
Final_statement_WFAD. pdf). (PDF). 

] Austin J, McVey AD. The 1989 NCCD prison population forecast: the impact of the war on drugs. San Francisco: National Council on 
Crime and Delinquency, 1989. 

[Gabriel J. Chin & Todd Collins, A War on Drugs or a War on Immigrants? Expanding the Definition of 'Drug Trafficking’ in Determining 
Aggravated Felon Status for Non-Citizens, http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=774866 Jeff Yates, 64 Maryland Law 
Review 875 (1995)] 

Gabriel J. Chin, "Race, The War on Drugs, and the Collateral Consequences of Criminal Conviction" (http://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/ 
papers.cfm?abstract_id=390109), 6 Journal of Gender, Race, Justice 253 (2002) 

"The Fair Sentencing Act corrects a long-time wrong in cocaine cases" (http://www. washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2010/ 
08/02/AR2010080204360.html), The Washington Post, August 3, 2010. Retrieved September 30, 2010. 

Durbin's Fair Sentencing Act Passed By House, Sent To President For Signature (http://durbin.senate. gov/showRelease. 
cfm?releaseId=326778), durbin.senate.gov. Retrieved September 30, 2010. 

Michael Tonry, Malign Neglect — Race Crime and Punishment in America (London: Oxford University Press, 1995), 82. 

James Inciardi, The War on Drugs IV, ed. 4. (Delaware: Pearson Allyn and Bacon, 2008), 286. 

Andrew B. Whitford and Jeffrey Yates, Presidential Rhetoric and the Public Agenda (Baltimore: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2009), 40. 
Inciardi. The War on Drugs IV, 248. 

Whitford and Yates. Presidential Rhetoric and the Public Agenda 47 

Whitford and Yates. Presidential Rhetoric and the Public Agenda, 58. 

Jesse Ventura. American Conspiracies (New York: Skyshore Publishing, 2010), 117. 

Michelle Alexander. The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. (New York: The New Press, 2010), 51. 


War on 


Drugs 


15 


[33 
[34 


Whitford and Yates. Presidential Rhetoric and the Public Agenda, 61. 


Tonry. Malign Neglect — Race, Crime and Punishment in America, 91. 


[35] Whitford and Yates. Presidential Rhetoric and the Public Agenda. 72 


[36 
[37 


[38 


[39 


[40 


[41 


[42 


Michelle Alexander. The New Jim Crow — Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness, 92 

Bill Summary & Status — 111th Congress (2009-2010) — S.1789 — All Information — THOMAS (Library of Congress) (http://thomas.loc. 
gov/cgi-bin/bdquery/z?d111:SN01789:@ @ @L&summ2=m&). Thomas.loc.gov. 

Peter Brush: HIGHER AND HIGHER: AMERICAN DRUG USE IN VIETNAM (http://www. library. vanderbilt.edu/central/Brush/ 
American-drug-use-vietnam.htm#_ednref20), Vietnam magazine, Vol.15, No. 4, December 2002 

Operation Intercept web page at [[National Security Archive (http://www.gwu.edu/~nsarchiv/NS AEB B/NS AEBB86/)] at George 
Washington University. ] 

Weiser, Benjamin. (September 5, 2012) FARC — Revolutionary Armed forces of Colombia" (http://topics.nytimes.com/top/reference/ 
timestopics/organizations/r/revolutionary_armed_forces_of_colombia/index.html) The New York Times. 

Private Security Transnational Enterprises in Colombia (http://www.colectivodeabogados. org/article.php3 ?id_article=1253) José Alvear 


Restrepo Lawyers' Collective February 2008. 


Livingstone, p. 169 
School of the America's Watch www.soaw.org 
Livingstone notes: The relatively high number of Colombian officers is partly because more research has been done into the names of abusers 


in Colombia, whereas the names of officers who committed offences in other countries—particularly in Central America—are not known. 


[43] Livingstone, p. 171 


[44] p. 99 

[45] Peet, 2004: p. 61 (http://books.google.com/?id=uC0O_Yzn YjScC&pg=PA61) 

[46] Washington Office on Latin America "Columbia: Don't Call it a Model" (http://www. wola.org/index.php?option=com_content& 
task=viewp&id=1134&Itemid=2), July 13, 2010 Retrieved on May 8, 2010 

[47] BBC News — Guatemala's president urges debate on drug legalisation (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america- 17502417). 
Bbc.co.uk (March 25, 2012). 

[48] The Manufacture of Madness: A Comparative Study of the Inquisition and the Mental Health Movement (1997), p. xi 

[49] As interviewed in The House I Live In (2012) 

[50] Jonathan Lewy: "The Drug Policy of the Third Reich", Social History of Alcohol and Drugs, Volume 22, No 2, 2008 (http:// 
alcoholanddrugshistorysociety.files.wordpress.com/2010/1 1/shad-22-2-levy.pdf) 

[51] Low Taxation Perpetuates Insecurity in Central America (http://www.coha.org/low-taxation-perpetuates-insecurity-in-central-america/) 

[52] Ledebur, K. and Youngers, C. 2013. From Conflict to Collaboration: An Innovative Approach to Reducing Coca Cultivation in Bolivia. 


Stability: International Journal of Security and Development 2(1):9, DOI: http://stabilityjournal.org/article/view/sta.aw 


[53] Cockburn and St. Clair, 1998: 
[54] Cockburn and St. Clair, 1998: Chapter 5 


[55 


[56 
[57 


[58 
[59 
[60 
[61 


[62 


[63 
[64 


[65 
[66 


[67 
[68 


[69 
[70 


Peter H. Reuter, Sealing the borders: the effects of increased military participation in drug interdiction (RAND 1988); Robert E. Kessler, 
"Study: Military Can't Curb Drugs", Newsday, May 23, 1988 at 23; "Military support would have little effect on drug smuggling, study says", 
United Press International, March 4, 1988. 

C. Peter Rydell, Controlling Cocaine: Supply Versus Demand Programs (Rand Drug Policy Research Center 1994). 

Drug Policy News (http://web.archive.org/web/20081205024427/http://www.dpeg.org/dpeg_2001_spg.pdf), Drug Policy Education 
Group, Vol. 2 No.1, Spring/Summer 2001, p. 5 

"Weekly News in Review" (http://www.drugsense.org/dsw/2001/ds01.n215.html), DrugSense Weekly, August 31, 2001 #215 

Juan Forero, "Colombia's Coca Survives U.S. plan to uproot it", The New York Times, August 19, 2006 

Don Podesta and Douglas Farah, "Drug Policy in Andes Called Failure", Washington Post, March 27, 1993 

Dominic Streatfeild, "Source Material for Cocaine: An Unauthorized Biography: Interview between Milton Friedman and Dominic 
Streatfeild", June 2000 (http://www. dominicstreatfeild.com/2010/1 1/08/interview-with-milton-friedman/) 

Declaration of World Forum Against Drugs, Stockholm 2008. An international conference against drug abuse with participants from 82 
nations (http://www. wfad.se/about-wfad/wfad-declaration). Wfad.se. 

The DEA Position On Marijuana (http://www. justice.gov/dea/marijuana_position. html#lobby) 

National Survey on Drug Use and Health & National Household Survey on Drug Abuse Trends in Past Month Substance Use (1979—2008) 
(http://www. briancbennett.com/charts/nsduh/past-month-percent.htm) 

White House Drug Policy Director Kerlikowske Meets with Swedish Counterdrug Officials, ONDCP, March 21, 2011 (http://www. 
whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/news/press 1 1/032111.html). Whitehousedrugpolicy.gov. 

Elsevier (http://www.jaacap.com/article/S0890-8567(09)62081-5/abstract). Jaacap.com. 

Fish, J. M. (Ed.) (1998). How to legalize drugs. Northvale, New Jersey: Jason Aronson. 

Fish, J. M. (Ed.) (2000). "Is our drug policy effective? Are there alternatives?" New York City, New York: Fordham Urban Law Journal. 
(Proceedings of the March 17 & 18, 2000 joint conference of the New York Academy of Sciences, New York Academy of Medicine, and 
Association of the Bar of the City of New York. Vol. 23, No. 1, pp. 3-262.) 

Fish, J. M. (Ed.) (2006). Drugs and society: U. S. public policy. Lanham, Maryland: Rowman & Littlefield. 

Alter, Jonathan. "The War on Addiction". Newsweek, February 12, 2001, pp. 37-43 


War on Drugs 


16 


[71] How Goes the "War on Drugs": An Assessment of U.S. Drug Problems and Policy. RAND Corporation Drug Policy Research Center, 2005 
[72] SAMHSA,2009 (http://www.atr.samhsa.gov/) 
[73] The President's National Drug Control Strategy (http://whitehousedrugpolicy.gov/publications/policy/ndcs04/index.html), White House, 


2004. 


[74] Huddleston, C. West IIL et al. Painting the Current Picture: A National Report Card on Drug Courts and Other Problem Solving Court 


Programs in the United States, Vol. 1, Num. 1, May 2004 


[75] Lappin, Harley G. Annual Determination of Average Cost of Incarceration. Department of Justice - Bureau of Prisons. June 6, 2007 


Bibliography 


Burton-Rose, Daniel, ed. (1998). The Celling of America: An Inside Look at the U.S. Prison Industry. Common 
Courage Press. ISBN 1-56751-140-6. 

Cockburn, Alexander; St. Clair, Jeffrey (1998). Whiteout: The CIA, Drugs and the Press. New York: Verso. 
ISBN 1-85984-258-5. 

Earlywine, Mitchell (2005). Understanding marijuana: a new look at the scientific evidence. Oxford University 
Press. ISBN 978-0-19-518295-8. 

Peet, Preston (2004). Under the influence: the disinformation guide to drugs. The Disinformation Company. 
ISBN 978-1-932857-00-9. 

Scott, Peter Dale; Marshall, Jonathan (1991). Cocaine Politics: Drugs, Armies, and the CIA in Central America. 
University of California Press. ISBN 0-520-07312-6. 


Further reading 


The strength of the wolf: the secret history of America's war on drugs (http://books. google.com/ 
books?id=Bed0gQKn-ucC&pg=PA249) by Douglas Valentine 

Federal narcotics laws and the war on drugs: money down a rat hole (http://books.google.com/ 

books?id=v 1tz6nP6fdwC&pg=PA50) by Thomas C. Rowe 

Cocaine: An Unauthorized Biography (http://books. google.com/books?id=9ceLzaeHsZAC) by Dominic 
Streatfeild 

Stephanie R. Bush-Baskette (2004). "12. "The War on Drugs as a War on Black Women"" (http://books. google. 
com/?id=dKmMyFUJHowC&lpg=PA 185&dq=underclass war on drugs& pg=PA 185#v=onepage&q=). In 
Meda Chesney-Lind; Lisa Pasko. Girls, women, and crime: selected readings. SAGE. ISBN 978-0-7619-2828-7. 
"The Drug War Revisited" (http://www.berfrois.com/201 1/1 1/eric-schneider-smack-demand/), Eric 

Schneider, Berfrois (http://www.berfrois.com/), November 2, 2011 


Research papers 


Kenneth B. Nunn (2002). "Race, Crime and the Pool of Surplus Criminality: Or Why the War on Drugs Was a 
War on Blacks" (http://heinonline. org/HOL/LandingPage?collection=journals &handle=hein. journals/jgrj6& 
div=19&id=&page=). Gender, Race & Justice (6): 381 

Gabriel Chin (2002). "Race, the War on Drugs and the Collateral Consequences of Criminal Conviction". Gender, 
Race & Justice (6): 253. SSRN 390109 (http://ssrn.com/abstract=390109) 

Michael Blanchard; Gabriel J. Chin (1998). "Identifying the Enemy in the War on Drugs: A Critique of the 
Developing Rule Permitting Visual Identification of Indescript White Powders in Narcotics Prosecutions". 
American University Law Review (47): 557. SSRN 1128945 (http://ssrn.com/abstract=1128945) 

Wasted in the War on Drugs (http://www.cagw.org/site/DocServer/Drug_Report. 
pdf?docID=1661)Wikipedia:Link rot report by Citizens Against Government Waste 


Government and NGO reports 


National Drug Threat Assessment 2009 (http://www.justice. gov/ndic/pubs3 1/3 1379/index.htm) from the 
United States Department of Justice 

War On Drugs: Legislation in the 108th Congress and Related Developments (http://fpc.state.gov/documents/ 
organization/ 19493.pdf), a 2003 report from the Congressional Research Service via the State Department 


War on Drugs 


17 


website 
The Report of the Canadian Government Commission of Inquiry into the Non-Medical Use of Drugs—1972 
(http://www.druglibrary. org/schaffer/Library/studies/ledain/Idctoc. html) 


External links 


Narco News (http://www.narconews.com/)—news site focusing on drug war in Latin America 

Drug War Facts (http://www.drugwarfacts.org/) 

Drug War Distortions (http://www.drugwardistortions.org/) 

Major Studies of Drugs and Drug Policy (http://www.Druglibrary.org/schaffer/library/studies/studies. htm) 

Full text of major government commission reports on the drug laws from around the world over the last 100 years 
Historical Research on the Drug War (http://www.Druglibrary.org/schaffer/history/history.htm) Full text of 
numerous full histories of the drug war and thousands of original historical documents 

Cato Institute Drug Prohibition Research (http://www.cato.org/current/drug-war/index.html) 

Drug War Victims (http://www.drugwarrant.com/articles/drug-war-victim/) 

Anti-DrugWar.org (http://www. anti-drugwar.org/) 


News 


Jean Friedman-Rudovsky "Juarez's children: Drugs, death, and fear" (http://www.miaminewtimes.com/ 
2010-09-09/news/juarez-s-children-drugs-death-and-fear/) Miami New Times, Sep 9, 2010 


Video and films 


The Prison Industrial Complex (http://www.drugnerd.com/archives/434/ 
the-war-on-drugs-the-prison-industrial-complex/)—a War on Drugs Documentary 

The War on Drugs is the subject of the 2007 documentary film "The War on Drugs" (http://www.war-on-drugs. 
com/) 

The War on Drugs is the subject of the 2007 documentary film "American Drug War" (http://www. 
americandrugwar.com/) 

The War on Drugs is covered in the 2006 documentary film "Cocaine Cowboys" (http://rakontur.com/ 
cocainecowboys) 

The Damage Done (http://www.onf.ca/webextension/damage-done/home.php)—Another documentary film 
The House I Live In (http://www.thehouseilivein.org/)—Another documentary film, Grand Jury Prize 
SUNDANCE Film Festival 2012 


Article Sources and Contributors 


18 


Article Sources and Contributors 


War on Drugs Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?oldid=596624400 Contributors: 069952497a, 1.618033989, |wolfblake, 3R1C, 7&6=thirteen, 8thstar, ASUDI, AAAAA, AThing, 
Aapter, Acalamari, Accurizer, Acitrano, Acqecdc, Adambro, Addshore, AdjustablePliers, Aftermath, Aida CZ, Aille, Ajax151, Alai, Alan Liefting, Alansohn, Albert109, Alex earlier account, 
Alexihlo, Allens, Altenmann, Alvis, Amaury, America jones, Andreasmperu, Andrew c, AndrewKeenanRichardson, Andrwsc, Another Believer, Antandrus, Anville, Anxietycello, Aphid360, 
Apoc2400, Arcadian, ArdenD, Arjayay, Artaxiad, Arthena, Arthur Rubin, Arthur Smart, Arthurborges, Arzachel, Astanhope, Atavi, Atreyu6566, Attercop311, Auspx, AutoGeek, AzaToth, 
Azoetrope, BD2412, BDD, BMRR, Backpackadam, Badmachine, Bantosh, BatteryIncluded, Bbarkley, Beaumont, Beland, Bellerophon, BenB4, Bendy, Bennie Noakes, Benson!2345, Bgwhite, 
Bhadani, Bhotdottled, Bhuston, Binknyc, BitDrifter, Bkarthur, Blehfu, Blinking Spirit, Bob000555, Bongwarrior, Born2cycle, Boszko2, Boucher4, Brandmeister, Brando130, BreakfastJr, 
BriEnBest, Brian Hoblit, Brianbeck, Bsben, Butterboy, C6541, CO, CWY2190, CWii, Calieber, Cambrasa, CambridgeBay Weather, Can't sleep, clown will eat me, Canoe1967, Canterbury Tail, 
Captain panda, CardinalDan, Carl0s, Catgut, Cews, CharlotteWebb, Cheque some, Cheywoodward2, Chipuni, Chondrite, Chris Gair, Chris the speller, Chrislk02, Christophenstein, Christopher 
Mann McKay, Chriswaterguy, Cjs56, Ckatz, CliffordWest, Climenko, Closedmouth, ClovisPt, Colonies Chris, Cometstyles, ComputerJA, Counteraction, CrookedAsterisk, Csrempert, Cst17, 
Cstern1977, Cuervodelrio, Cybermud, Czolgolz, D6, DHeyward, DTMGO, DVD R W, Dabackgammonator, DagosNavy, Daksya, Dalal la, Dale Arnett, Dancter, Daniell 1, Darren1988c, 
Davel 185, Davecrosby uk, Decomp85, Deli nk, Dennis Brown, Dentren, Dermo69, Dextrose, DickClarkMises, Dillard421, Dipics, Discospinster, DocteurCosmos, Doczilla, Dogface, Donreed, 
Drcaldev, Dreaded Walrus, Drjefffish, Drmies, Droll, ERcheck, ESkog, Eamontoplease, Eastlaw, Editore99, Editorofthewiki, Edward, Edward321, EdwardLane, ElationAviation, Elmang, 
EndTheDrugWar, EnglandRUFC, Enigmaman, Epbr123, Epolk, EqualRights, Erujiul2, Esoteric Rogue, Euchiasmus, Extremophile, F Notebook, Falconclaw5000, Fanzine999, Favonian, 
Feinoha, Fenevad, Firsfron, Fixman, Floaterfluss, Flubeca, Fluffernutter, Foolishben, FrancoGG, Freakofnurture, Fred J, Frehley, Freikorp, Friday, Froid, Fsamuels, FutureTrillionaire, Fuzzbox, 
Fvw, GTBacchus, GVnayR, Gabbe, Gaius Cornelius, Galaxiaad, Gammaminus, Gary, Gatewaycat, GeneB44, Geoffr, Getmorehigh, Gggh, Glacialfox, Glowworm12, Gname, GnarlyLikeWhoa, 
Gnome de plume, GoShow, Gobonobo, Gogo Dodo, GoingBatty, Gonzojournalism101, Good Olfactory, Got Milked, Gotipe, Gracenotes, Grandpafootsoldier, Grazon, Greenport, Gregbard, 
GregorB, Griffinofwales, Grim23, Ground Zero, Grundle2600, Guitpicker07, H, Hairy Dude, Halaqah, HappyCamper, Happyme22, Harbinary, Harryboyles, Hcberkowitz, Heliac, Hmains, 
Holon67, Honda 250x, Hoppityhophophop, Houndogman, Howardjk, Howrealisreal, Hu12, HughJaz, Hujazz, Hut 8.5, Hydrargyrum, Hydrogen Iodide, I3142p168, ISTJester, Ian Pitchford, 
Ibadibam, Icactus, Idont Havaname, Iflwlou, Ihatemsclavelo, 1jg2345678, Ikip, Ikiroid, Iloveandrea, ImFromCuliacan, Incitatus, Inkypaws, InoShiro, Insanity Incarnate, Int21h, Ipher, Iridescent, 
Irisheyes785, Islander255, It Is Me Here, J Di, J.delanoy, JEN9841, JJay, Jabel415, Jacob Lundberg, Jake Wartenberg, Jam packed, JamesBoulterNt, Jarble, JayJasper, Jersey Devil, Jesanj, 
Jesusgough, Jim1138, Jkbunc, Jlcoving, Jmchuff, Jmeneill2, Jodie44, John, John of Reading, JohnnyMrNinja, Johnpseudo, JokerXtreme, JonHarder, Joseph Solis in Australia, Josh3580, 
Jowalker1, Jrtayloriv, Jschnur, Jsharpminor, Jthack88, Juancarlos2004, Judsonvw, Juhwader, Just James, Justinboden86, K.h.w.m, KJBurns, Kakofonous, Kalachakraa, Katana0182, Katieh5584, 
Katydidit, Keithbowden, Kenyon, Kevin Gorman, Kevin j, Khanhamzakhan, Khazar2, Kimholder, Kingpin13, Kingturtle, Kliituu, KnowledgeOfSelf, Knowz, Koavf, Kornholio543, 
KrakatoaKatie, Kris Schnee, Kslotte, Kst447, Kumioko (renamed), Kuru, Kurykh, Kusername, Kvdveer, L Kensington, LaNicoya, Lady Mondegreen, LamaLoLeshLa, LandruBek, Lapaz, Lapsed 
Pacifist, Larklight, Lawdog6, Lawl95, Leafyplant, LeastCommonAncestor, Lerix, LetTheSunshineIn, Levin, Levineps, LexRob, Lexicor, Liberalprogressiveman, Light show, Lihaas, LilHelpa, 
Lindentree, Lionelt, LiquidEyes, Litanss, Littlebeasti, Lkinkade, Loonymonkey, Lord Pistachio, Lord Snoeckx, Lost.goblin, Lothar von Richthofen, Lulabell petunia, M.nelson, MGlosenger, 
MONGO, Mac canccce, Madmaxfloyd, Malerin, Malik Shabazz, Marcuscalabresus, Marek69, Marendrent, Mark Arsten, MatthewHaywood, Mavriksfanl1, Maxamegalon2000, Maxim, 
Maxtremus, Maxi, Mbhiii, Mcourneyea, Meese, Megaman en m, Megspencer, Melmann, Mentifisto, Mesoderm, Metamagician3000, Micahdaigle, Micmachete, Mike Selinker, Mike411, 
Mill6125, Miserlou, Mitaphane, Mms, Mogism, Mohummy, MojoTas, Moomoomoo, Moss&Fern, Mr Rookles, MrOllie, Mrzaius, Mufka, MusikAnimal, MwNNrules, Mwanner, Mythobeast, N 
Shar, NCurse, NYCJosh, Nakon, NamfFohyr, NawlinWiki, Ndenison, Necromancer, Nescio, Nevalalee, New Hampshirite, Nicholai420, Nicholas Tan, NickCT, Nicknackrussian, NikeTenis, 
Nneonneo, Noca2plus, Nom de guerre, North Shoreman, Nosuch, Notmyrealname, Nsaa, Nutiketaiel, Nwe, Ohconfucius, Ohnoitsjamie, Oldag07, Oliver202, OniShikio, Ootachi, Opioq, 
Orangemike, OrganicAtom, Osaboramirez, Osmodius, OverlordQ, Ownlyanangel, Oxymoron83, PKDASD, PL290, Pantinaprovina, Paperbrokel, Pde, PeepP, Peeweeewiner, Per1234, Peter 
Karlsen, Peterlc, Petrarchan47, Petti4d, Pfflyer56, PhilKnight, Philip Trueman, Philipwhiuk, Piano non troppo, Piece.of.eight, Pinethicket, Pipeafcr, Pjoef, Plasticup, Pluszero, Pokeronskis, 
Polmandc, Ponyets, Portillo, Prabash.A, Practical321, PraetorianFury, PranksterTurtle, Prince6359, PrintedScholar, Prolog, Pseudo Psy, Pwnage8, Pwnstigator, Quartermaster, Quebec99, Quihn, 
Qwertyus, R'son-W, R.E.Thiemann, RA0808, RJASE1, Raijinili, Raprchju, Redquark, Redrkr, Redrocket, Reedy, Reinyday, RekishiEJ, Remitche, Revolving Bugbear, Rich Farmbrough, 
Rjwilmsi, RobertAustin, Robofish, Roboshed, RofiiS, Rusl, Russell E, Ruy Pugliesi, Ruzihm, Rwalker, Rwjefferson, Ryulong, SallyScot, Samuell, Sango123, Sarah, Sardanaphalus, Satori Son, 
Sayfadeen, SayvRS, Sbharris, SchreiberBike, SchuminWeb, Sciurine, Sdornan, Seanh, Seaphoto, Seedingyourlife, Sejiheel, SelfStudyBuddy, Seniortrend, SerithVonn, Shaggorama, Shatter420, 
Shawn in Montreal, Shlc89, Simesa, SirFozzie, Sitethief, SkonesMickLoud, Skybon, Slashme, Smaines, SmokeyTheCat, Snowolf, Sockr44e, Spiritu, SqueakBox, Srich32977, Sroel, Ssilvers, 
Stadler981, Stanley011, Steinberger, Steve.zyck, SteveSims, Stevertigo, StrangerInParadise, Striver, Stumink, Subsolar, SuperHamster, SuperLuigi31, Superufer, Surv v411st, Suzannejasmine, 
Sven Manguard, Syntacticus, TJive, TKD, Talliferl, Talmage, Tang23, Tazmaniacs, Tbowler, Tea with toast, TepidFusion, Tequendamia, Teratornis, Terence, The Anome, The Anonymouse, 
The Hybrid, The Magnificent Clean-keeper, The Moose, The Rationalist, The Squicks, The Thing That Should Not Be, The wub, TheLongTone, TheRusseller, Thecheesykid, Thefreemarket, 
Themeatpopsicle, Theo Pardilla, Theornamentalist, Thevstyle, Thingg, Tide rolls, Timeshifter, Tmchk, Tobby72, Toddst1, Tom, Tommy2010, Tonyrocks922, Tpbradbury, Traxs7, Treplag, 
Trevorocity, Tristan Schmelcher, Tstought, Tyrol5, Uncle Dick, Uncle Milty, Urod, Utcursch, Uthbrian, UtoQ, Valentimd, Vanished user v8n3489h3tkjnsdkq30u3f, Velvetfog49, Verdadero, 
Versageek, Villar2012, Viriditas, V1.banov, Vonbontee, W guice, WOOps100, WadeSimMiser, Wadems, Walker9010, Wareditor2013, Warrush, WendellPhillips, WereSpielChequers, WikHead, 
WikiDao, WikiHannibal, Wikiacc, Wikipediarules2221, Will Beback, Wingerdinger, Wisems, Wjejskenewr, WombatOnslaught, Woohookitty, Wookipedian, Wooyi, Wredlich, WriterHound, 
X2a, XXXpinoy777, Yahel Guhan, Yamamoto Ichiro, Yaxy2k, YellowMonkey, Yintan, Yonskii, Yosesphdaviyd, Yuyudevil, Z.E.R.O., Zachorious, Zak.nick, Zath42, Zenibus, Zero Gravity, 
lodvvygKapawytpos, J? 4 =, 1207 anonymous edits 


Image Sources, Licenses and Contributors 


File:Colpolwpowell.png Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Colpolwpowell.png License: Public Domain Contributors: Original uploader was Zero Gravity at en.wikipedia 


File:Fuerza del Estado Michoacan.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Fuerza_del_Estado_Michoacan.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: Diego Fernandez 
(autor original) / vendida con “copyright compartido" a la Agencia de Fotografia AP México (autor secundario) 


File:DEA Operation Mallorca, 2005.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:DEA_Operation_Mallorca,_2005.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: Fred J, 
Illegitimate Barrister, Mattes, Rmhermen, Srittau, Túrelio 


File:US incarceration rate timeline.gif Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File: US_incarceration_rate_timeline.gif License: Public Domain Contributors: 
US_Relative_Incarceration_Rate.png: KJBurns. User talk: KJBurns. derivative work: Timeshifter (talk) 


File:Marion Barry smoking crack.gif Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File: Marion_Barry_smoking_crack.gif License: Public Domain Contributors: AgnosticPreachersKid, 
Evrik, Infrogmation, Nard the Bard, 1 anonymous edits 


File:Panama clashes 1989.JPEG Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Panama_clashes_1989.JPEG License: Public Domain Contributors: SPEC. MORLAND 


File:MilitaresMichoacan.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:MilitaresMichoacan.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: Diego Fernandez (autor original) / vendida 
con "copyright compartido" a la Agencia de Fotografia AP México (autor secundario) 

File:KillingRainforest.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:KillingRainforest.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: state.gov 

File:ONDCP Pothead.gif Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File;ONDCP_Pothead.gif License: Public Domain Contributors: Office of National Drug Control Policy 
File:Utah State Prison Wasatch Facility.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File: Utah_State_Prison_Wasatch_Facility.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: DRO4 
Original uploader was DR04 at en.wikipedia 

File:Rentz vs Narcotics Smugglers.jpg Source: http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=File:Rentz_vs_Narcotics_Smugglers.jpg License: Public Domain Contributors: Benchill, Common 
Good, Foroa, LX, Quartermaster, 2 anonymous edits 


License 


Creative Commons Attribution-Share Alike 3.0 
//creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/ 


